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from

Editorial Desk

Salutations! It has been a hectic few
months since our last newsletter
dropped.
We’ve
won
a
few
competitions (let ’s not be too modest,
we continue to hold total dominion
over all security challenges we enter
[cue villainous laugh]), held talks,
training sessions, and boldly traversed
the length and breadth of the Klang
Valley taking students on industrial
visits [Spoiler alert: We’ve been to
Fusionex and KL Cyber Court to name
but two].
The big story undoubtedly is our
triumph at the Ernst & Young AsiaPacific Cyber Hackathon Challenge, so a
big shout out to the mentors Ms.
Yusnita Yusof, Mr. Yogeswaran Nathan
and Dr. Julia Juremi for all their hard
work in preparing the team.
As per usual we would like to extend
our most sincere thank you to all those
who have contributed to this issue,
please keep your articles coming in!
We would also like to take this
opportunity to thank our very own
Wizard of Oz, Mohamad Firdaus! His
wizardry is what makes this newsletter
and he disserves all the plaudits [not
the other guy!].
…We hope you enjoy this issue!!
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CHAMPION OF
2019 EY ASIA-PACIFIC
HACKATHON
Campione.. Campione.. ole ole ole!! Excuse us whilst we
appropriate the football chant to regale our all-conquering
heroes who emerged victorious from the 2019 Ernst & Young
Asia-Pacific Cyber Hackathon Challenge. Swatting away the
challenge of teams from Australia, Hong Kong, Singapore and
Malaysia, Yap Chee Sing, Mun Chee Wah, Imran Esack
Dawoodjee and Hassan Zayan Azzam (Team FetchOrbis)
demonstrated remarkable strategic thinking, analytics,
reasoning and technical programing skills to be crowned
champions at the end of the two day event. Held in Hong Kong
between the 2nd and 3rd of March, the team were superbly
marshalled by Ms. Yusnita Yusof, Mr. Yogeswaran Nathan and
Dr. Julia Juremi, as well the APU Forensics & Cybersecurity
Research Centre (FSec), and walked away with a cash prizes of
HKD20,000.
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EDUCATIONALVISITS
Since our last newsletter we have been bombarded with updates regarding educational visits to various
companies and organisations. Wow, lecturers from SoCT have been busy! So, without much further
ado let’s round up some of the places our students got to visit [Hopefully we haven't missed anything
out!].

Educational Visit to Cyber Court at Kuala Lumpur Courts Complex
In March students from the BSc Forensic Computing
programme where given the opportunity to step
into the recently inaugurated Cyber Court at the
Kuala Lumpur Courts Complex. The cyber court is
essentially a traditional court specifically focusing
upon cyber crime and populated by digitally literate
judges, prosecutors and lawyers. Oh, and it is fully
kitted out
with Internet and social media
connectivity. Chaperoned by Ms. Nor Afifah Sabri
and Dr. Maryam Shahpasand, the students got to
observe the legal system in action, whilst also
contextualising many of the theoretical concepts
discussed in class.

Students from the School of Computing visited to Fusionex Sdn Bhd
to experience Data Science Analytics
Dr. Kadhar Batcha Nowshath and Mr. Raheem Mafas
led MSc Data Science & Business Analytics and BSc
Computer Science students to the offices of
Fusionex Sdn Bhd, the award winning data
technology provider which specializes in analytics,
big data, machine learning and Artificial Intelligence.
In between a tour of the Firm’s offices students
were treated to a talk on how to become a data
hero, as well as provided information about the
career and internship opportunities at FUSIONEX.
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Hands-On Learning Experience for Network Computing & Cloud
Computing Students at NTT Data Centre

EDUCATIONALVISITS

Network and cloud computing students
enjoyed a tour of NTT Data’s Malaysian
operations, gaining firsthand knowledge
about cooling systems, cabling and multilayers physical security infrastructure in a
data centre. Following the visit, NTT will be
working with APU to provide career and
internship opportunities to our students.

6

Industrial Visit to Dassault Systems (3D Experience)
As part of an academic industrial visit, 35 of
our students had an opportunity to visit
Dassault Systems (3DS), in late February.
Students toured the facility and learnt
about the role of 3D Experience in
computing, as well as gained an insight into
software testing as a career. The trip was
arranged by Mr. Umapathy Eganathan, Ms.
Vijayalaxmi Amuthan and Dr. Booma
Poolan Marikannan
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Industrial Visit to Gardenia
Not satisfied with one industrial visit Mr.
Umapathy along with Ms. Vijayalaxmi and
Dr. Booma escorted 80 students on an
outing to Gardenia Bakeries (KL) Sdn Bhd
(GBKL) in March. During the visit students
were given a tour of the facility as
experienced a close encounter with the
bakery’s robotic arm functions and sensors.
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GUESTLECTURE
o n L a rge D i st r i b u te d Syste ms
Earlier in the year the SoCT invited Prof Chee Sun from the University of Malaya to
talk about large distributed systems, computing and principles. The professor
shared his knowledge of enterprise distributed systems and project experience with
40 final year degree students, under the watch gaze of Mr Umapathy Eaganathan
and Dr Arun.
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WORKSHOPS
Briefing of Network Clinic
Mr. Yogeswaran and Dr. Kamalakannan Machap conducted
two networking sessions in November and December 2018
focusing on the use of Cisco’s Packet Tracer Version 7.1. In
the first session 24 IT with a specialization in IOT students
were equipped with an understanding of static routing using
Command Line Interface, whilst in the second session, 27
students from Computer Science with a specialization in Data
Analytics learnt the concepts of Virtual Local Area Networks
(VLAN).

Salesforce – Trailhead Workshop Training for APU Students
As part of our commitment to developing multi-skilled graduates SoCT recently held the second of two
workshops exposing students to the world’s number one customer relationship management (CRM)
platform. The cloud-based solution by Salesforce can be taught through Trailhead, an instruction
medium set up by the Company to teach novice and intermediate developers how to code for the
Salesforce platform.
The Two Salesforce Trailhead workshops, conducted by SoCT in late 2018 and early 2019, provided
students with the opportunity to earn Trailhead Superbadges which demonstrate that an individual is
capable of applying what they have learnt to advanced, real-world business requirements. Over the
course of 2 eight hour workshops a total 45 students successfully attained a Superbadge, whilst a
further 55 completed 5 modules and are thus significantly closer to earning their Superbadges in the
near future.
A sincere thank you is due to Messrs. Muhammad Ehsan Rana, Kamalanathan, and Vijayaraj, as well as
Ms. Palvinderjit Kaur for their effort and dedication in making the workshops a success.
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Reaching Out to the Community

The Cybersecurity Research Centre (FSec) in collaboration with Asia Pacific Centre of
Robotic Engineering (APCORE) recently organized a cyber safety school awareness and
robotics programme for Primary 4,5 and 6 students from Sekolah Kebangsaan Parit 6,
Sg Besar, Selangor Darul Ehsan. The initiative aligned with the Malaysian Education
Blueprint (2013-2025) and aimed to promote both cyber safety as well as cultivate
awareness of robotics engineering amongst school children.
Over the course of one day Primary 4 and 5 students were educated as to how to stay
safe online as well as become good digital citizens, through interactive games using
QR Code and augmented reality. During the robotics session Primary 6 students were
given the opportunity to learn to code and build their own robotic mechanism,
wowing the SoCT lecturers in the process with their creativity and passion.
The programme was greatly received by the school administration, and thoroughly
enjoyed by the both the students and SoCT lecturers. A big thank you to Zety Marlia
Zainal Abidin, Nor Azlina Abd Rahman, Nik Nurul Ain, Yogeswaran, Yusnita and Suresh
Gobee who coordinated the sessions, as well as the 17 SoCT students who acted as
session facilitators. We look forward conducting further sessions, where we can
contribute back to society and nurture the development of future cyber leaders.

9

Techie World • Volume 3 • March 2019

Techie World • Volume 3 • March 2019

9

APU Security Operation Center

NEWS

The APU Security Operation Center (SOC) fully operational on the 18th of February
2019 when the first cohort of Level 2 Semester 2 Cyber Security, Forensic and
Information Security students started their duty in the SOC. Under the TecForte’s
Education Outreach Program (ELITE), students are given 1 semester to experience life
as a Tier 1 SOC Security Analyst, monitoring and analyzing real network traffic from
within a real SOC infrastructure. This program aims to equip APU’s students with
industry-like experience in cyber security operation for better career readiness and
employability.

As a Tier 1 Security Analyst, students perform their manning duty by using MSSGard, a
purpose-built SIEM solution, carrying out threat analyses, and log monitoring, as well
as investigate, document and report security problems as they emerge. Through
these activities students are also able to anticipate new threats, incidents, and alerts
to help prevent the likelihood of them occurring.
Manning the SOC is compulsory for all cyber security students, who provided they
have completed a minimum 50 hours of shift duty, are issued with a certificate of
completion by TecForte. The SOC schedule, MSSGard trainings and coordination of any
SOC related activities is currently managed by Dr. Julia Juremi and other School of
Computing and Technology Academic staff.
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Knowledge Sharing Session by Knowledge Link Sdn. Bhd
“Way Forward for Higher Education in the 4th IR era”

Lecturers from the schools of Computing and Technology were
treated to a knowledge sharing session into the impact of the 4th
Industrial Revolution upon the higher education sector. Mr.
Bhavuk from Knowledge Linked led an eye-opening discussion as
to the need for educators to keep pace with the continually
evolving work place. Key topics up for discussion included
experiential learning, designing future-ready curricula, and the
role of educators in equipping students with 4th the skills to
succeed in the new work place.
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NEWS

APU Collaborates with TIBCO Singapore and iZeno Malaysia
to Boost Nation’s Data Talent Pool

12

Our capacity to train competent, capable and skilled data analysts
continues to grow stronger and stronger thanks to the recent
collaboration between the University, TIBCO and iZeno. The latter
is a global leader in integration, API management and analytics,
whilst TIBCO is a holistic data analytics provider, and together they
will be providing our students with an exciting hands-on learning
experience coupled with innovative technology.
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COMPET
Diploma student offered a job in CIMB!

A well done and pat on the back is owed to Asley Tan Wei Hau, Loke Jun Hoe, Chow Tung Seng and
Wong Qu Xuan, who as part of Team Krazy Koding made it to the grand final of the 3D CIMB
Conquest Competition 2019. Under the watchful gaze of mentor Ms. Vinothini Kasinathan, the
diploma students’ successfully navigated the country level competition, placing second in the
coding category and thereby earning a place in the grand final held earlier in the year. Facing stiff
competition from experienced team around the region, the diploma students put their mental and
physical stamina to the test in a grueling 48 hour contest, gaining valuable experience in the
process. Congratulations to the team and their mentor for all their effort!!!
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TITIONS
The 4th Annual
APU 3-Minute Avant-Garde Idea Pitching Competition

The 4th annual 3 Minute Avant-Garde Competition, organised by Ms. Vinothini (SoC), Dr. Yvette
(SoE), Ms. Thulasi (SoF) and Ms. Vinesha Selvarajah (SoT) was held on the 21st February 2019 in
Auditorium 1. Open to students from foundation to diploma programs, the competition requires
participants to pitch innovate ideas relating to Science, Technology Engineering and Maths (STEM)
through either a single static slide presentation (Category A) or the use of props alone (Category B).
Congratulations to the winners Lingeshvaaran A/L Linganathar (Category A) and Neekita Sewnundun
(Category B), all the participants and the event organisers.
The competition provides an excellent platform through which students develop their presentation
skills and serves as a launch pad other competitions such as FameLab. But don’t take our word for
it, let’s hear from one of the participants, Computer Science Level 2 student Taonga Lungu:

‘In the first half of year 2019 I was introduced to 2 competition by Ms Vino. The first was
APU Avant-Garde competition and after discussing with Ms Vino, I found my topic on
science. Am so glad I ignored the thoughts of ‘maybe not being good enough’ and ‘the
fear of losing’ because I gained more from the whole experience than a prize can ever
account for. The experience is something I have grown from and it has made me more
confident and motivated to do more with my knowledge and think of more ideas to
change the world of technology”
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COMPET
APU wins Malaysian Round of
AWS WorldSkills Cloud Computing Competition

It gives us great pleasure to announce that SoCT student Kogilan Krishnansamy has secured entry
into the WordSkills Malaysia Youth 2019 Cloud Computing Track (AWS), having bested 10 other
competitors in the qualifying rounds. Over the course of an intense 3 days competitors were
presented with a number of real world scenarios involving Amazon Web Services (AWS) cloud
architecture specifically relating to Web Tier, Data Tier, Cache based performance optimizations &
Content Delivery Services. Kogilan was jointly mentored by Dr Kalai Anand Ratnam and Amad
Arshad for an intensive preparatory period of two months, leveraging the AWS Academy - Cloud
Computing Architecture (Solutions Architect) curriculum to upskill the student. Both qualifying and
final rounds were hosted at APU with AWS USA & WorldSkills Malaysian teams providing active
onsite support for conducting the event. The Global WorldSkills Finals will be held in Kazan, Russia
in August 2019.
Congratulations to all involved. Good luck!
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TITIONS
FameLab Malaysia Regional 2019 (Central Heat)

FameLab is the longest running science communication competition in the world with a global
alumni of over 10,000. Looking to add to the list of previous Malaysian winners triumphant on the
global stage, Level 3 computer science student Nur Sarah Adha Binti Adam will battle it out against
11 other contenders at the Final Famelab Malaysia 2019 Competition for a chance to compete at
the global final later this year. Sarah, along SoCT students Lim Khai Shen, Louis Lim Jia Le, Larviania
Somasundram, Yee Kai Nyin and Viknaraj Elangkovan, were the youngest of this year’s participants
to contest the Regional Central Heat having undergone an arduous process of selection and close
mentoring by competition expert Ms. Vinothini Kasinathan. Congratulations to all involved and to
Sarah for making this far, we wish her the very best of luck.
Here’s what Sarah has to say about her feat:
‘The reason why I joined Famelab was to ensure that I could prove myself that I could do
anything I wanted to do and achieve. Another reason would be to improve my
presentation skills, and knowledge on the technological aspect I was researching, which
was NFC (Near Field Communication). The competition day itself was extraordinary.
Participants from around Malaysia/KL were all spectacular in their performances and
content delivery. I was sincerely shocked that I had been chosen as one of the Top 12 to
be competing in the Finals. It was as if I was wondering whether my name had been
correctly chosen and was not a mistake in result calculation. Previously, after I had
presented my topic to the audience and judges, the judges were not unaccepting of my
speech, which generally calmed my nerves. The question and answer part of my speech
was the most difficult part, making sure that my brain was working while the judges asked
their imperative questions. It was nerve wrecking, to say the least, but I managed to
answer them in all the ways I could. I am greatly honoured that I am able to take part of
the Famelab Masterclass. Knowing how amazing other people have said it was, I am truly
excited to engage in this programme! I hope to learn as much as I can from the highly
esteemed trainer that will be attending the Masterclass. Even more so, I hope that I can
come back from it as a better presenter, thinker and achiever. It has been an amazing
experience so far, taking part in Famelab’.
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COMPET
Malaysia Technology Expo (MTE)

The Malaysia Technology Expo (MTE) is a platform for inventors and innovators to showcase their
findings and has grown to become one of the region’s most recognised and respected international
invention exhibitions. For the18th edition of the competition held earlier in the year APU
submitted 5 projects, and low and behold, each one of them secured an award!
So let’s briefly give a shout out to the individuals involved.
Starting off in the Mentor-Mentee category, Aida Zamnah Binti Zainal Abidin, Muhammad Biki
Saputra, Amni Amira Binti Redzuan, Nor Amanina Binti Zamri and Chen Tet Khuan won silver for
their mobile learning based project C-Heart: Augmented Reality of 3D Heart Anatomy. Aida (again),
along with Salsabila Patria Wibowo, Pang Wen Horng, Nor Hilman Amri Bin Shaiful Amri,
Muhammad Fauzan Apriyani and Chen Tet Khuan secured bronze for Cake Frenzy: An easy and
enjoyable way to learn about Indonesian culture.
A further three awards were collected in the Education Innovation category, with Mohamad Firdaus
Che Abdul Rani, Vinothini Kasinathan and Nor Azlina Abd Rahman winning silver for EduQRation: A
web based QR code application designed to assist with learning activities. Mohamad Firdaus Che
Abdul Rani, Nor Azlina Abd Rahman and Rizawati Rohizan repeated the feat, capturing another
silver for their web based learning tool for primary school students with Dyscalculia and Kua Wee
Seng, Yusnita Yusof, Nor Azlina Abd Rahman, Dr Ma’en Tayseer Ekrayem, Yogeswaran Nathan with
Smuggy, a fun-filled web application security learning platform that is designed to teach its users
about the various security issues.
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TITIONS
Team Shellhound Made Us Proud – We Win Another Award in a
Cyber Security Competition!

We are pleased to report that students from SoCT students were crowned champions at the
recently concluded Cyber Heroes Competition (CHC) 2019. Jointly organized by Cyber Security
Malaysia (CSM), Standard Chartered Bank and APU, and held at the University’s Cyber Security
Talent Zone, the competition featured participants from 13 private and public universities across
Malaysia. Year 2 Cyber Security students, Imran Esack Dawoodjee, Sritaran Doraisamy and Nicholas
Leow Yung Jian (Team Shellhound) demonstrated both confidence and composure throughout the
competition, as well as exceptional skill and talent in forensic analysis. At the prize giving ceremony
that was held in Putrajaya Mariott Hotel, team Shellhound member Imran was also awarded the
Most Valuable Player (MVP) for contributing the most points for his team. They tream receive their
prizes from YB Tuan Gobind Singh Deo, Minister of Communications and Multimedia who was also
the guest of honour at the closing ceremony.
The Cyber Heroes Challenges has been a wonderful experience for students, as well as our
colleagues from the School of Technology (SOT). As the event host, our team worked tirelessly to
plan and prepare for the challenge together with CSM and Standard Chartered Bank. Apart from
providing the platform for competition, the committee also organized a series of information and
knowledge sharing sessions for other students, in which experts from CSM, Standard Chartered and
rawSEC provided insights into the cyber security industry.
As for our teams, apart from taking part in the competition, they also had the opportunity to be a
part of the Safer Internet Day (SID) 2019 forum, to hear and discuss about youth initiatives in
making the internet a safer place.
Congratulations to the team and well done to Nor Azlina for mentoring team! Shellhound towards
their success.
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